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ROMANS,  6 : 3-4, 

“  Know  ye  not,  that  so  many  of  us  as  were  bap¬ 
tized  INTO  Jesus  Christ  were  baptized  into  his 
death?  Therefore  vve  are  buried  with  him  by  bap¬ 
tism  INTO  death  ;  THAT  LIKE  AS  ChRIST  WAS  RAISED  UP 
FROM  THE  DEAD  BY  THE  GLORY  OF  THE  FATHER,  EVEN  SO 
WE  ALSO  SHOULD  WALK  IN  NEWNESS  OF  LIEE.” 

In  this  chapter  the  apostle  exhorts  to  holiness 
of  heart  and  of  life,  and  points  out  the  nature  and  the 
necessity  of  it.  Showing  in  unequivocal  language  that 
it  consists  in  dying  to  sin,  and  in  living  unto  righteous¬ 
ness: — elsewhere  expressed  by  putting  off  the  old  man, 
and  putting  on  the  new.  In  putting  off  the  old  man,  we 
must  live  no  longer  in  sin,  cease  to  serve  sin.  The  body 
of  sin,  that  is  the  indwelling  sin  in  us,  must  be  destroyed, 
so  that  we  become  dead  indeed  to  sin.  Having  been 
baptized  into  Jesus  Christ  we  must  not  let  sin  reign  in 
our  mortal  bodies.  The  Gospel  makes  no  provision  for 
living  in  sin,  any  more  than  the  law  did.  In  a  word, 
our  old  man  must  be  crucified  with  Christ,  and  being 
buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death,  we  must  on  the 
other  hand,  be  raised  with  him  and  quickened  into  a 
new  life  of  righteousness,  and  become  alive  unto  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  yielding  ourselves  to 
him  as  those  that  are  alive  from  the  dead,  and  oui 
members  as  instruments  of  righteousness  to  God.  The 
surest  evidence  of  our  spiritual  life  is  the  entire  dedica¬ 
tion  of  ourselves  to  God.  To  this  end  we  have  been 
quickened. 

My  reason  for  writing  this  Essay  is  to  prove  from 
Scripture  that  to  be  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  into 
death,  does  not  refer  to  water  baptism,  either  by  immer¬ 
sion  or  otherwise.  How  far  I  shall  succeed  will  be  for 
the  reader  to  judge. 
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In  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  I  have  made  use  of 
such  comments  as  were  at  my  command,  and  in  some 
instances  have  quoted  from  them,  my  strongest  argu¬ 
ments  however  being  drawn  in  every  case  from  the 
plain  scripture  text  itself 

Having  given  expression  to  my  views  on  Christian 
baptism,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  the  ministers  of 
the  Central  Pa.  Conference,  it  is  in  compliance  with 
their  urgent  request,  that  I  consented  to  write  this  Plssay. 
With  these  preliminary  remarks,  let  us  observe: — 

I.  Christ  was  bnried  by  baptism  into  death.  If  Christ¬ 
ians,  as  the  apostle  affirms,  are  buried  with  Christ  by 
baptism  into  death,  then  he,  Christ,  was  buried  by 
•baptism  into  death,  or  how  could  they  be  thus  buried 
with  him.  None  would  presume  to  say  that  Christ  was 
buried  in  Jordan  by  baptism  into  death,  or  that  he  was 
raised  up  in  Jordan  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the 
Father.  This  would  be  saying  too  much,  and  yet 
believers  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death. 
Hence  I  assert  that  St.  Paul  does  not  here  refer  to  water 
baptism,  from  the  fact  that  this  is  a  burial  by  baptism, 
not  into  zvater,  but  into  death—’dL  baptism  which  resulted 
in  death — a  burial  by  baptism  which  made  it  necessary 
that  Christ  should  be  raised  up,  not  out  of  water,  but 
from  the  dead,  by  the  glory  of  the  Father.  True,  Christ 
was  baptized  by  John  in  Jordan,  but  not  into  death. 
Matth.  3:13.  And  not  with  the  baptism  of  John.  All 
who  applied  to  him  for  baptism,  came  confessing  their 
sins.  “Then  went  out  to  him  Jerusalem,  and  all  the 
region  round  about  Jordan,  and  were  baptized  of  him  in 
Jordan,  confessing  their  sins.”  Matth.  3:5-6.  “And 
there  went  out  unto  him  all  the  land  of  Judea,  and  they 
of  Jerusalem,  and  were  all  baptized  of  him  in  the  river 
Jordan,  confessing  their  sins.”  Mark  1:5. 

They  were  baptized  of  John  in  Jordan  with  water 
unto  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins.  “  I  indeed 
baptize  you  with  water  unto  repentance.”  Matth.  3:11. 


“  John  did  baptize  in  the  wilderness,  and  preach  the 
baptism  of  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins.”  Mark 
1:4.  “  And  he  came  into  all  the  country  about  Jordan, 

preaching  the  baptism  ot  repentance  for  the  remission  of 
sins.”  Luke  3  :  3.  Paul  said  to  the  disciples  at  Ephe¬ 
sus,  “John  verily  baptized  with'  the  baptism  of  repent¬ 
ance,  saying  unto  the  people,  that  they  should  believe 
on  him  which  should  come  after  him,  that  is  on  Christ 
Jesus.  Acts  19:4.  Such  was  the  nature  of  John’s 
baptism.  And  when  Jesus  came  from  Galilee  to  Jordan 
unto  John,  to  be  baptized  of  him,  John  forbade  him, 
saying,  “  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee.”  Matth.  3  : 
13-14.  Why  did  he  forbid  him?  Because  he  knew 
that  his  baptism  was  not  at  all  appropriate  for  Christ,  as 
he  had  no  sins  to  confess,  no  sins  to  repent  of,  and  no 
sins  to  be  remitted,  he  was  without  sin.  Heb.  4:  15. 
“  Holy,  harmless,  undefilcd,  and  separate  from  sinners.” 
Heb  7 :  26.  Nor  was  there  any  propriety  to  admonish 
Jesus,  as  John  did  the  people  whom  he  baptized, 
namely,  “  to  believe  on  him  who  should  come,”  that  is 
on  Christ  Jesus.  As  he  was  “  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh.”  I  Tim.  3  :  16.  “  And  knew  no  sin,”  2  Cor.  5  : 

21.  “Being  without  spot.”  H€;b.  9 :  14.  John  could 
not  consistantly  administer  to  Him  his  baptism,  Christ 
not  having  inherited  our  depraved  human  nature.  “God 
in  a  miraculous  manner  departed  from,  or  overleaped 
the  law  of  transmission  of  human  depravity  in  the  con¬ 
ception  and  birth  of  Christ.”  Luke  i  :  35.  John’s 
baptism  being  designed  for  sinners,  it  was  not  adapted 
for  Christ,  hence  he  forbade  him,  and  said,  “  I  have  need 
to  be  baptized  of  Thee,”  as  I  am  like  all  of  Adam’s 
posterity,  conceived  and  born  in  sin.  Psal.  51:5.  John 
3  : 6.  My  baptism  is  fully  adapted  to  my  condition,  and 
it  would  be  altogether  proper  that  I  should  be  baptized 
with  my  baptism  of  thee,  “  and  comest  thou  to  me  ?”  as 
though  he  would  say  my  baptism  was  never  intended 
for  thee.  But  Jesus,  with  a  few  words  of  explanation. 
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removed  the  difficulty  from  the  mind  of  John,  when  he 
answered  and  said  unto  him,  “  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now 
(as  we  are  here  to  fulfill  every  requirement  of  the  law) 
“for  thus  it  becometh  us”  (Christ  and  John)  “  to  fulfill 
all  righteousness.”  “Then  he  suffered  him.”  John 
now  fully  comprehended  the  nature  of  the  baptism 
which  he  was  to  administer  to  Christ.  It  was  the 
righteous  fulfillment  of  the  ceremonial  law,  or  in  other 
words,  the  Priestly-iv ashing  as  required  in  the  law  of 
Moses  whenever  a  Priest  was  initiated  into  his  office. 
“Aaron  and  his  sons  thou  shalt  bring  unto  the  door  of 
the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  and  shalt  wash  them 
with  water.”  Exod.  29  :  4.  Lev.  8  : 6.  Christ  fulfilled 
this  righteous  ordinance  of  his  initiation  into  his  office 
of  high  priest  by  receiving  of  John  the  required  washing 
in  Jordan,  which  is  here  called  a  baptism.  Matth.  3:16. 
■"^And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  up  straight¬ 
way  out  of  the  water ;  and,  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 
unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like 
a  dove,  and  lighting  upon  him :  And  lo  a  voice  from 
heaven,  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased.”  Matth.  3  :  16-17.  thus  Christ  was 

anointed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  as  the  high  priest  of  our 
profession.  Heb.  3:1.  Under  the  Mosaic  dispensation 
every  Priest  was  anointed  with  natural  oil  to  his  high 
and  holy  office.  “  Then  shalt  thou  take  the  anointing 
oil,  and  pour  it  upon  his  head,  and  anoint  him.”  Exod. 
29  :  7.  Christ  was  anointed  to  his  office  as  high  Priest, 
when  he  came  up  out  of  Jordan,  not  with  natural  oil, 
but  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Luke  3:22,  “Thou  hast 
loved  righteousness,  (thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfill  all 
righteousness)  and  hated  iniquity ;  therefore  God,  even 
thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness 
above  thy  fellows.”  Heb.  1:9.  Christ’s  fellows  were 
all  those  who  preceded  him  in  the  priestly  office,  they 
were  anointed  with  natural  oil,  but  he  with  the  oil  of 
gladness  (the  Holy  Ghost)  above  his  fellows.  Hence 
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ihc  exclaimed,  ‘‘  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  be- 
•cause  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
Door,”  &c.  Luke  4:18.  Jesus  met  ev’ery  righteous 
requirement  of  the  law,  which  was  holy,  just  and  good. 
Rom.  7.:  12.  “When  the  fulness  of  time  was  come, 
God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under 
the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law.” 
Gal.  4  :  4-5.  “  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the 

law,  or  the  Prophets :  I  am  not  come  to  destroy,  but  to 
fulfill.  For  verily  I  say  unto  you,  till  heaven  and  earth 
pass,  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the 
law,  till  all  be  fulfilled.”  Matth.  5  : 17-18.  Hence, 
Jesus  was  circumcised  as  required  by  the  law.  “When 
eight  days  were  accomplished  for  the  circumcising  of 
the  child,  his  name  was  called  Jesus.”  Luke  2:  21. 
He  was  presented  to  the  Lord.  “And  when  the  days 
of  purification  according  to  the  law  of  Moses  were 
accomplished,  they  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  to  pre¬ 
sent  him  to  the  Lord.”  Luke  2  :  22.  The  required 
offering  was  brought,  “And  to  offer  a  sacrifice  accord¬ 
ing  to  that  which  is  said  in  the  law  of  the  Lord.  A 
pair  of  turtledoves,  or  two  young  pigeons.”  Luke  2  :  24. 
Pie  was  initialed  into  his  office  of  high  priest  when 
thirty  years  of  age.  “  And  Jesus  himself  began  to  be 
about  thirty  years  of  age.”  Luke  3  :  23.  At  this  age, 
according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  the  priests  were  to  enter 
upon  the  full  execution  of  their  office.  Numb.  4  :  3. 

Christ  was  not  baptized  by  John  with  the  Christian 
baptism.  Neither  John,  nor  the  church,  nor  the  world 
knew  of  such  a  baptism  at  that  time,  as  Christ  only 
instituted  Christian  baptism  aftep  his  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  and  shortly  before  his  ascension  into  heaven, 
when  he  gave  his  disciples  their  final  commission,  “Go 
ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptising  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
-Ghost.”  Matth.  28:  19. 

If  Christ  was  not  baptized  with  the  baptism  of  John, 
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nor  yet  with  the  Christian  baptism,  how  then  was  he- 
baptized  ?  What  did  John  say  when  he  baptized  the- 
Master  ?  Did  he  baptize  him  with  water  to  repentance 
for  the  remission  of  sins?  or  in  the  name  of  Jesus?  or 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and’  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Floly  Ghost?  If  John  at  any  time  administered  Christian: 
baptism,  then  the  disciples  at  Ephesus,  who  were- 
baptized  unto  John’s  iaaptism  might  have  learned  before- 
Paul  found  them,  that  there  v/as  a  Holy  Ghost.  Acts; 
19:  1-5. 

It  is  evident  that  John  said  nothing  at  all  when  he 
baptized  Christ  in  Jordan,  but  knew  clearly  from  what 
Jesus  had  told  him  (Matth.  3  :  15.)  that  he  was  simply- 
administering  to  him  the  required  Pficstly-zvashijig,, 
preparatory  to  his  anointing  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  the 
initiary  right  into  his  priestly  office. 

Much  is  said,  and  many  hymns  are  composed  about 
following  Christ  into  Jordan.  I  would  remark,  however, 
that  all  who  desire  to  become  Jewish  priests  may  con- 
fdenly  do  so,  but  those  who  do  not  aim  at  being 
priests  had  better  stay  out  of  Jordan,  so  far  as  the- 
example  of  Christ,  with  reference  to-  Christian  baptism,, 
is  concerned. 

vSt.  Paul  makes  no  allusion  in;  the  passage  of  Scripture- 
under  discussion  to  water  baptism,  since  this  is  a  bap¬ 
tism  into  death,  and  therefore  not  applicable  Ho  water 
baptism.  But  he  refers  most  emphatically  to  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  suffering  unto  death,  as  it  resulted  or  terminated 
in  the  death,  the  burial,  and  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
from  the  dead,  by  the  glory  of  the  Father.  Hence  said 
Jesus  to  his  disciples,  ^ Are  ye  able  to  drink  of  the  cup. 
that  I  shall  drink  of,  and  to  be  baptized  with  the  baptism 
that  I  am  to  be  baptized  with  ?  Ye  shall  drink  indeed 
of  my  cup,  and  be  baptized  with  the  baptism  that  I  am 
baptized  with,”  Matth,  20:22-23.  Mark  10:38-39. 
“But  I  have  a  baptism  to  be  baptized  with:  and  how 
am  I  straitened  till,  it  be  accomplished.”  Luke  12:50.. 
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‘‘Then  said  Jesus  unto  them,  my  soul  is  exceeding 
sorrowful,  even  unto  death :  tarry  ye  here,  and  watch 
with  me.  And  he  went  a  little  further,  and  fell  on  his 
.  face,  and  prayed,  sayings,  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible, 
let  this  cup  pass  from  me:  nevertheless,  not  as  I  will, 
but  as  thou  wilt.”  Matth.  26  :  38-39.  ”  For  Christ  also 

hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that 
he  might  bring  us  to  God,  being  put  to  death  in  the 
flesh,  but  quickened  by  the  spint.”  i  Pet.  3:18,  But 
say  the  objectors,  “  Jesus  Avas  made  a  high  priest  after 
the  order  of  Melchizedek.”  So  he  was,  with  reference 
to  his  descent,  without  father,  without  mother,  without 
descent,”  having  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor  end  of 
life.”  Heb.  7  :  3.  Both  Christ  and  Melchizedek  were 
not  descended  from  the  original  Jewish  sacerdotal  stock. 
Their  priesthood  is  without  descent,  did  not  descend  to 
them  from  another,  nor  from  them  to  another.  Christ 
was  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron.  Heb.  5  :  4.  And  in 
his  induction  into  his  office  of  high  priest  he  observed 
(as  I  have  sufficiently  proven)  every  righteous  precept 
of  the  law  of  God.  Matth,  3:15.  Baptism  does  not 
simply  mean  to  be  buried  or  immersed  under  water. 
The  word  baptism  is  an  ambiguous  term,  susceptible  of 
different  interpretations,  it  is  indefinite,  and  means  to 
wash,  to  sprinkle,  to  pour  upon,  and  to  immerse. 

1.  To  wash.  The  priestly  washing  which  Jesus 
received  of  John  in  Jordan  is  called  a  baptism.  Matth 
3  :  16.  Heb.  10  :  22. 

2.  To  sprinkle.  Paul  said  to  the  Corinthians,  “  I 

would  not  that  ye  should  be  ignorant,  how  that  all  our 
P'athers  were  under  the  cloud,  and  all  passed  through 
the  sea;  and  were  all  baptized  in  the  cloud  and  in  the 
sea.”  I  Cor.  10 :  1-2.  The  Israelites  were  sprinkled 
in  the  sea  and  under  the  cloud.  Not  immersed,  seeing 
they  all  passed  through  the  Red  sea  dryshod.  Exod. 
14:  26,  ‘‘  By  faith  they  passed  through  the  Red  sea  as 

by  dry  land,  which  the  Egyptians  assaying  to  do  were 
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drowned.”  Heb.  1 1  :  29.  Of  course  the  Egyptians 
were  immersed.  This  sprinkling  St.  Paul  calls  baptism. 
Noah’s  ark  floating  upon  the  water,  and  sprinkled  by 
the  rain  from  heaven,  is  a*  beautiful  figure  corresponding 
to  baptism,  i  Peter  3:20-21.  The  ark  was  not  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  water;  had  it  been  so  all  that  were  in  it 
must  have  perished ;  but  it  was  borne  up  on  the  water, 
and  sprinkled  with  the  rain  that  fell  from  heaven.  This 
passage  says  nothing  in  behalf  of  immersion  in  baptism; 
but  is  rather,  from  the  circumstance  mentioned  above, 
in  favor  of  sprinkling.  In  either  case,  it  is  not  the 
sprinkling,  washing,  or  cleansing  the  body,  that  can  be 
of  any  avail  to  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  but  the  answer 
of  a  good  conscience  towords  God — the  internal  evidence 
and  external  proof  that  the  soul  is  purified  in  the  laver 
of  regeneration,  and  the  person  enabled  to  walk  in  new¬ 
ness  of  life.  We  are  therefore  strongly  cautioned  here, 
not  to  rest  in  the  letter,  but  look  for  the  substance. 

3.  To  pour  upon.  The  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  called  a  baptism.  John  said,  “  I  indeed  have 
baptized  you  with  water ;  but  he  (Christ)  shall  baptize 
you  with  the  Holy  Ghost.”  Mark  1:8.  It  is  absurd  to 
talk  about  being  immersed  into  the  Holy  Ghost.  The 
language  of  Scripture  is :  “I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit 
upon  all  flesh.”  Joel  2  :  28.  “  On  the  Gentiles  also  was 

poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  Acts  10  :  45. 
“  The  Holy  Ghost ;  which  he  shed  on  us  abundantly.” 
Tit.  3  :  5-6.  “The  Holy  Ghost  descended.”  Luke  3  :  22. 
“  The  Holy  Ghost  came  on  the  disciples  at  Ephesus.” 
Acts  19:6.  “The  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  them  which 

heard  the  word.”  Acts  10:44  ch.  ii  :  15.  “The  Holy 
Ghost  whom  the  Father  will  send.”  John  14 :  26. 
“  They  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Gkost.”  Acts  2  : 4. 
This  outpouring  of  the  Hoi}*  Ghost  is  called  a  baptism, 
but  certainly  not  imparted  by  immersion.  “  Then  will  I 
sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean  : 


from  all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
cleanse  you.”  Ezek.  36:  25. 

4,  To  immerse.  We  as  a  church  regard  immersion 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  as  Christian  baptism,  and  administer  it  ex¬ 
tensively.  But  we  do  not  regard  it  as  the  only  mode. 
If  immersion  is  the  scriptural  and  only  proper  mode  of 
Christian  baptism,  and  if  the  Greek  word  haptizo  means 
only  to  immerse,  and  nothing  else,  why  then  did  the 
translators  of  both  the  English  and  the  German  versions 
of  the  Bible  not  use  it  uniformly  all  through  the  New 
Testament  to  denote  immiersion  as  baptism,  or  some 
definite  word  instead  of  the  term  baptism,  which  would 
define  immersion  as  the  only  mode  of  Christian  baptism. 
Say — to  dip,  to  plunge,  to  immerge,  to  submerge,  to 
immerse.  All  these  words  mean  to  be  overwhelmed  in 
a  liquid,  and  cannot  otherwise  be  defined.  But  they 
use  the  word  baptism,  because  it  is  an  indefinite  word, 
and  specifies  no  particular  mode  of  baptism.  If  the 
word  baptism  really  means  only  immersion,  then  the 
iforty  translators  of  King  James,  and  Luther  and  his  co¬ 
workers  were  either  grossly  ignorant  of  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage,  or  they  wilfully  and  knowingly  perverted  and 
falsified  the  Bible  ;  this,  however,  would  be  a  serious 
charge  against  many  honest  and  Godfearing  men,  who 
certainly  understood  the  Greek  language  fully  as  well 
as  our  modern  divines,  who  differ  with  them  in  opinion. 

The  Christian  baptism  is  no  sign,  or  monument  of  the 
burial  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  because  he  declared 
there  should  no  such  sign  be  given.  The  type  and  the 
antitype  of  tlie  burial  and  the  resurrection  of  Christ  is 
given  by  himself,  when  he  answered  and  said,  ”  There 
shall  no  other  sign  be  given,  but  the  sign  of  the  prophet 
Jonas;  for  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in 
the  whale’s  belly ;  so  shall  the  son  of  man  be  three  days 
and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth.”  Matth.  12: 

38-40. 
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Besides  the  baptism  of  John  was  a  type  of  Christ’s 
baptism  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  “  I  indeed  have  baptized 
you  with  water;  but  he  shall  baptize  you  wfth  the  Holy 
Ghost,”  Mark  i  :  8.  John’s  preaching  and  baptism 
was  designed  to  prepare  the  hearts  of  the  people  for 
Christ,  that  they  might  receive  his  baptism  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  of  which  John’s  baptism  was  a  representation — 
not  a  type  (as  some  would  have  us  believe)  of  the  burial 
and  resurrection  of  Christ.  His  language  is,  “I  indeed 
baptize  you  with  water  ;  but  one  mightier  than  I  cometh, 
the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose  : 
he  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with 
fire.”  Luke  3  :  16.  The  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
the  antitype  of  John’s  baptism  in  Jordan.  The  Christian 
baptism  is  a  representation  of  the  washing  of  regeneration 
and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Tit.  3:5.  I  cannot 
find  a  passage  in  the  Bible  in  which  water  baptism  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  a  figure  to  represent  the  burial  and  resurrection 
of  Christ  from  the  dead.  The  Bible  prescribes  no  special 
mode  of  baptism,  and  those  who  would  bind  men’s  con¬ 
sciences  down  to  a  particular  mode  must  be  wise  above 
what  is  written.  “  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony :  if  they 
speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is 
no  light  in  them.”  Isa.  8  :  20.  That  there  is  no  “  thus 
saith  the  Lord”  for  any  special  mode  of  Christian  bap¬ 
tism,  nor  yet  a  single  example  given  anywhere  in  the 
bible,  that  would  point  out  the  particular  mode  to  be 
adopted,  is  palpably  evident  from  the  disagreement 
existing  among  immersionists  themselves,  as  to  the 
mode.  Why  are  they  not  a  unit  if  the  mode  of  baptism 
is  so  plainly  and  forcibly  given  in  the  Bible  ?  Why  do 
thousands  of  immersonists  bury  their  subjects  of  Chris¬ 
tian  baptism  three  times  forward  under  the  water,  while 
others  immerse  them  but  once  backward  ?  Ah !  breth¬ 
ren,  actions  speak  louder  than  words.  You  had  better 
be  honest,  and  acknowledge  frankly  that  the  Bible 
prescribes  no  special  mode. 
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An  Indian  wishing  to  find  a  straight  tree  looked  at, 
and  inspected  a  large  number  of  them,  but  they  were  all 
a  little  crooked.  Finally  he  returned,  highly  elated, 
and  said,  he  found  one  that  tried  hard  to  grow  so  per¬ 
fectly  straight  that  it  really  leaned  over  just  a  little  on 
the  other  side.  Those  who  accept  immersion  as  the 
only  mode  of  Christian  baptism  are  so  straight,  and 
strenuous  in  their  views  that  like  the  Indian’s  tree  they 
lean  over  a  little  beyond  Bible  teaching  by  adopting  one 
special  mode  of  baptism  for  all,  where  the  Bible  pre¬ 
scribes  none. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  one  who  can  point  out 
one  passage  in  God’s  book  in  which  the  mode  to 
administer  Christian  baptism  is  definitely  given,  or  one 
example  in  Scripture  of  a  person  having  been  baptized 
by  a  definite  mode. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ,  and  our  Evangelical  Association,  are  sometimes 
accused  of  administering  Christian  baptism  pluralty,  as 
though  these  churches  believed  in,  and  administered  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  baptisms.  This,  however,  is  a  mistake. 
We  believe  as  did  St.  Paul,  when  he  exclaimed,  “  One 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism.”  Eph,  4:  5. 

If  we  would  by  sprinkling  baptize  some  with  water 
unto  repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  others  by 
pouring  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  still  others 
by  immersion  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  then,  I  admit,  we  would  have 
three  different  baptisms,  but  such  is  not  the  case. 

Our  churches  administer  but  one,  and  that  is  the 
Christian  baptism.  In  the  name  of  the  P'ather,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  baptism  we 
administer  to  all,  infants  as  well  as  to  adults,  but  by 
various  modes.  Honest  bible  readers  arrive  at  certain 
conclusions,,  and  desire  to  be  baptized  in  accordance 
with  their  own  conscientious  conviction.  As  the  bible 
gives  no  special  mode.,  our  people  are  at  liberty  to 
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choose  such  a  inode  as  will  put  the  conscience  to  rest 
on  the  subject  of  Christian  baptism.  Such  was  the 
teaching  of  the  Apostle  Peter.  “  The  like  figure  where- 
wnto  even  baptism  doth  also  now  save  us,  (not  the 
putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flesh,  but  the  answer  of 
a  good  conscience  toward  God,)  by  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ.”  i  Peter  3:21.  Peter  did  not  lord  it 
over  God’s  heritage  by  seeking  to  bend  every  man’s 
conscience  to  one  particular  mode  of  baptism.  Neither 
should  we,  who  profess  to  take  the  bible  as  the  rule  of 
our  faith  and  practice.  We  try,  with  reference  to  the 
mode  of  chri.stian  baptism,  to  be  just  as  accommodating 
as  the  bible,  not  more  so,  and  not  less. 

II.  Christians  are  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ.  Not 
into  water,  but  baptized  into  his  death.  Buried  with 
him  by  baptism,  not  into  water,  but  into  death.  Planted 
together,  not  in  the  likeness  of  his  baptism,  but  in  the 
likeness  of  his  death.  All  these  expressions  denote  that 
as  Jesus  was  baptized  with  the  baptism  of  suffering  into 
death  to  atone  for  our  sins,  and  to  expiate  our  guilt ;  so 
also,  shall  we  as  disciples  of  Chri.st  be  baptized  with  a 
similar  baptism,  that  we  may  become  dead  to  sin.  We 
are  to  drink  of  his  cup,  and  to  be  baptized  with  his 
baptism  of  suffering,  “Ye  shall  indeed  drink  of  the 
cup  that  I  shall  drink  of ;  and  with  the  baptism  that  I 
am  baptized  withal  shall  ye  be  baptized.”  Mark  10  :  39. 
Christ  is  beforehand  with  us  in  suffering  and  in  that,  as 
in  other  things  left  us  an  example.  “  For  even  here¬ 
unto  were  ye  called  :  because  Christ  also  suffered  for  us,, 
leaving  us  an  example,  that  ye  should  follow  his  steps,” 
(not  into  the  river  of  Jordan,but  into  suffering  for  his  sake.) 
I  Peter  2:21.  It  bespeaks  the  condescension  of  a  suf¬ 
fering  Saviour  that  he  would  drink  of  such  a  cup,  and 
be  baptized  with  such  a  baptism.”  The  cup  which  my 
Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?”  John 
18:  II.  Christians  do  but  pledge  Christ  in  the  bitter 
cup,  and  are  partakers  of  his  sufferings  ;  “But  rejoice,. 


inasmuch  as  ye  are  partakers  of  Christ’s  sufferings.  If 
ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of  Christ,  happy  are  ye  ; 
for  the  spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  resteth  upon  you  ;  on 
their  part  he  is  evil  spoken  of,  but  on  your  part  he  is 
glorified.”  i  Pet.  4:13-14.  And  they  fill  up  that 
which  is  behind  of  them.  “  I  now  rejoice  in  my  suffer¬ 
ings  for  you,  and  fill  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the 
afflictions  of  Christ  in  my  flesh  for  his  body’s  sake, 
which  is  the  church-”  Col.  i  :  24.  We  must  “  there¬ 
fore  go  to  him  without  the  camp,”  (who  suffered  for  us 
without  the  gate)  “bearing  his  reproach.”  Heb.  13: 
12-13.  To  suffer  with  Christ  is  to  drink  ol  a  cup,  and 
to  be  baptized  with  a  baptism.  It  is  a  bitter  cup  of 
wormwood  and  gall,  “those  waters  of  a  full  cup  that  are 
wrung  out  to  God’s  people.”  Ps.  73  :  10.  A  baptism, 
a  washing  with  the  waters  of  affliction ;  some  are  dipped 
in  them,  the  waters  compass  them  about  ev'en  to  the  soul, 
Jonah  2:5.  Others  have  but  a  sprinkling  of  them, 
both  are  baptisms,  some  are  overwhelmed  in  them,  as 
in  a  deluge,  others  are  wet  as  in  a  heavy  shower.  It  is 
but  a  baptism.  If  dipped  that  is  the  worst  of  it,  not 
drowned  ;  “  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair.”  Baptism  is 
an  outward  and  visible  sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual 
grace,  and  so  is  suffering  for  Christ.  “  For  unto  you  it 
is  given  in  behalf  of  Christ,  not  only  to  believe  on  him, 
but  also  to  suffer  for  his  sake.”  Phil,  i  :  29. 

1.  We  are  baptized  into  Jesus  Christ.  By  faith  we 
must  (like  Moses)  “  choose  rather  to  suffer  affliction 
with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
sin  for  a  season ;  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ 
greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of  Egypt  ”  (or  the 
world).  Heb.  11:25-26. 

2.  By  the  baptism  of  repentance.  We  must  drink  of 

the  bitter  cup  of  repentance.  This  is  often  a  severe 
baptism  of  suffering  in  which  the  soul  is  restless,  “labors 
and  is  heavy  laden.”  Matth.  ii  :  28.  “Full  of  godly 
sorrow.”  2  Cor.  7 :  10.  “  Overwhelmed  with  grief.” 


Ps.  143:4.  Ready  to  cry  out,  “  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
have  me  to  do?  ”  Acts  9  : 6.  “  Oh  wretched  man  that 

I  am !  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ?”  Rom.  7  :  24.  “  I  have  sinned  against  heaven 

and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
thy  son  :  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants.”  Luke 
15:18-19.  In  the  midst  of  these  sorrows  comes  the 
consoling  language  of  Christ,  “  Blessed  are  the  poor  in 
spirit.  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn  :  for  they  shall  be 
comforted.  Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be  filled.” 
Matth.  5  :  3-6.  Thus  the  soul  believing  the  promises  of 
Jesus,  and  trusting  in  him  for  salvation  is  baptized  into 
Jesus  Christ.  “  For  ye  are  all  the  children  of  God  by 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  for  as  many  of  you  as  have  been 
baptized  into  Christ  have  put  on  Christ.”  Gal.  3  :  26-27. 
“  But  call  to  remembrance  the  former  days,  in  which, 
after  ye  were  illuminated,  ye  endured  a  great  fight  of 
afflictions;  partly,  whilst  ye  were  made  a  gazingstock 
both  by  reproaches  and  afflictions :  and  partly,  whilst 
ye  became  companions  of  them  that  were  so  used.” 
Heb.  10:32-33.  We  may  be  grievously  afflicted,  and 
yet  have  our  eyes  bent  on  earthly  things  which  are 
perishing ;  from  these  afflictions  and  sufferings  we  can 
derive  no  benefit ;  though  many  think  that  their  glorifi¬ 
cation  must  be  a  necessary  consequence  of  their  suffer¬ 
ings  in  this  life.  Afflictions,  as  so  many  results  of  sin, 
are  not  meritorious,  and  cannot  save  us  however  severe 
and  prolonged  they  may  be.  They  may  be  the  means 
of  preparing  us  for  glory,  if,  during  them,  we  receive  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  save  the  soul,  and  to  sanctify 
all  our  sufferings  to  our  good,  as  they  of  themselves 
have  no  spiritual  nor  saving  tendency ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  sour  the  unregenerated  mind,  and  cause  murmur- 
ings  against  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence. 
But  when  through  the  eternal  Spirit  we  are  sanctified, 
and  receive  the  sufferings  of  life  as  from  the  hand  of 


God,  and  as  all  working  together  for  our  good,  then  we 
may  say  exultingly,  “  We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet 
not  distressed  ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair : 
persecuted,  but  not  forsaken ;  cast  down,  but  not 
destroyed  ;  always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be 
made  manifest  in  our  body  ;  for  we  which  live  are  alway 
delivered  unto  death  for  Jesus’  sake,  that  the  life  also  of 
Tesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our  mortal  flesh.”  2 
Cor.  4 :  8-i  i.  All  this  exulting  in  Christ,  is  the  result  of 
the  baptism  by  the  Holy  Ghost  imparted  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian,  fitting  him  fully  for  the  baptism  of  suffering  into 
an  entire  death  to  sin,  and  into  a  new,  and  glorious  life 
unto  righteousness.  Baptized  into  his  death — into  a 
participation  of  the  blessings  of  his  death — into  an 
obligation  to  comply  with  the  design  of  his  death, 
which  was  to  redeem  us  from  sin,  and  to  conform  us  to 
the  pattern  of  his  death,  that,  as  Christ  died  for  sin,  so 
we  should  die  to  sin.  “  Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins 
in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to  sins 
should  live  unto  righteousness:  by  whose  stripes  ye 
were  healed.”  i  Pet.  2  :  24.  ”  How  shall  we  that  are 

dead  to  sin,  live  any  longer  therein?”  V.  2.  As  Jesus 
was  crucified,  so  are  we  to  crucify  the  old  man  in  us. 
Knowing  this  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him, 
that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth 
we  should  not  serve  sin,  for  he  that  is  dead  is  freed  from 
sin.”  V.  6  :  7.  That  is,  he  that  is  dead  to  it,  is  freed 
from  the  rule  and  the  dominion  of  sin ;  as  the  servant 
that  is  dead,  is  freed  from  his  master.  We  are  to  die  as 
truly  unto  sin,  as  Christ  died  for  sin  ;  live  as  truly  unto 
God,  as  he  lives  loith  God.  The  body  of  Christ  dies, 
that  he  may  be  a  quickening  spirit  to  us,  our  body  of 
sin  is  destroyed  by  his  quickening  Spirit,  that  hence¬ 
forth  we  should  live  unto  him,  who  died  and  rose  again. 
Our  being  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  our  conformity  to  his 
death,  obliges  us  to  die  to  sin,”  thereby  we  know  the 
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fellowship  of  his  suffering,  being  made  conformable 
unto  his  death.”  Phil.  3  :  10,  Hence  saith  Peter,  For 
as  much  then  as  Christ  hath  suffered  for  us  in  the  flesh, 
arm  yourselves  likewise  with  the  same  mind  :  for  he 
that  hath  suffered  in  the  flesh  hath  ceased  from  sin,  that 
he  no  longer  should  live  the  rest  of  his  time  in  the  flesh 
to  the  lusts  of  men,  but  to  the  will  of  God.”  i  Pet.  4: 
1-2.  The  word  flesh  signifies  man’s  corrupt  nature,  as 
though  he  would  say,  make  your  corrupt  nature,  suffer 
by  putting  to  death,  the  body  of  sin,  by  self-denial  and 
mortification.  Col.  3:5.  The  grand  fact  is  that  this 
burial  of  Christ  by  baptism  into  death,  and  his  new 
resurrection-life ,  represents  our  death  to  sin,  and  our 
obligation  to  ivalk  in  newness  of  life.  It  is  good  for 
us  often  to  examine  ourselves  as  to  whether  we  are 
able  to  be  baptized  with  this  baptism.  We  must  expect 
suffering,  and  look  upon  it  as  a  hard  thing  to  suffer  well 
as  becomes  us.  Are  we  able  to  suffer  cheerfully,  and  in 
the  worst  of  times  to  hold  fast  our  Christian  integrity  ? 
What  can  we  afford  to  part  with  for  Christ  ?  How  far 
will  we  give  him  credit  ?  Could  I  find  it  in  my  heart  to 
be  baptized,  if  need  be,  with  a  bloody  baptism,  rather 
than  let  go  my  hold  of  Christ?  The  truth  is,  religion,  if 
it  be  worth  anything,  is  worth  every  thing  ;  but  it  is 
worth  little,  if  it  be  not  worth  suffering  for.  Now  let  us 
sit  down,  and  count  the  cost  of  dying  for  Christ,  rather 
than  denying  him,  and  ask.  Can  we  take  him  upon  these 
terms  ?  “  It  is  a  faithful  saying :  For  if  we  be  dead 

with  him,  we  shall  also  live  with  him  :  if  we  suffer,  we 
shall  also  reign  with  him.”  2  Tim.  2  :  1 1-12. 

Buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  hito  death  ;  7iot  into  ivater. 
As  this  baptism  terminated  in  the  death  and  burial  of 
Christ,  so  also,  will  the  death  of  the  body  of  sin,  or  the 
burial  of  the  old  man  in  us,  be  the  result  of  the  baptism 
of  suffering  and  self-denial,  in  order  that  the  new  man 
may  be  raised  up  in  us.  Hence  saith  Paul,  ‘‘Buried 
with  him  in  baptism,  wherein  also  ye  are  risen  through 


the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God.”  Col.  2:11-13. 
Again,  “  That  ye  put  off  concerning  the  former  conver¬ 
sation  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the 
deceitful  lusts  ;  and  that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which 
after  God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.” 
Eph.  4  :  22-24.  The  Christian’s  conformity  is  complete. 
He  is  cut  off  from  all  communion  with  sin  as  those 
that  are  buried  are  cut  off  from  the  world  ;  not  only  of 
the  living,  but  no  more  among  the  living,  “separate  from 
sin,  and  sinners.  Crucified  unto  the  world,  and  the 
world  unto  him.”  Gal.  6  :  14.  In  a  word  buried  with 
Christ,  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  sin  is  covered.”  Ps. 
32:1.  “If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ.”  Col.  3  :  i 
Not  in  water  baptisrp,  for  that  will  never  drown  the  old 
man  in  us,  nor  destroy  the  body  of  sin.  There  is  no 
efficacy  in  water,  however  applied,  to  wash  away  sin. 
Nothing  but  the  blood  of  Christ  can  cleanse  the  soul  of 
man.  i  John  i  :  7.  Wherever  we  read,  in  the  new 
testament,  of  this  burial  by  baptism  it  always  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  connection  with  the  circumcision  of  the  heart, 
the  being  planted  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  the  put¬ 
ting  off  the  body  of  sin,  the  quickening  of  the  soul  from 
the  death  of  sin,  the  forgiveness  of  of  sin,  the  crucifixion 
of  the  old  man,  our  being  dead  to  sin,  and  our  living  to 
God.  How  will  all  this  apply  to  water  baptism  ?  Does 
immersion  or  any  other  mode  of  water  baptism  produce 
such  results  ?  If  so,  then  let  us  hurry  and  immerse  the 
world,  but  if  not,  why  then  lay  so  much  stress  upon 
this  burial  into  water  ?  when  the  word  of  God  says  all 
the  time  into  death.  Be  buried  by  paptism  into  death. 
There  is  no  special  suffering  connected  with  being 
dipped  under  water,  as  it  is  soon  over,  and  can  easily  be 
complied  with,  even  though  the  heart  be  estranged  from 
God,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  (  See  the  case  of 
Simon.  Acts  8  :  12-23.)  ^^e  can  observe  the  ordinance 

of  baptism,  by  immersion,  or  otherwise,  without  renoun¬ 
cing  sin,  or  making  the  slightest  effort  to  crucify  the 
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old  man  in  us,  With  all  this  burial  by  water  baptism 
we  may  still  continue  to  serve  sin,  but  not  so  if 
buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  into  death.  This 
cannot  be  done  without  suffering.  If  the  heart  is  to  be 
circumcised,  the  old  man  crucified ;  if  we  are  to  be 
planted  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  the  body  of  sin 
destroyed,  until  we  become  wholly  dead  to  sin.  How, 
I  ask,  can  this  be  done  without  the  infliction  of  pain  and 
suffering?  Circumcised,  crucified,  planted,  destroyed, 
dead  and  buried,  all  without  pain  ?  Water  baptism,  even 
by  a  burial  into  it,  inflicts  nothing  like  this,  and  yet  we 
must  suffer  it  all  by  being  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism 
into  death,  that  we  may  rise  with  him  through  the  faith 
of  the  operation  of  God,  and  walk  in  newness  of  life.  ‘ 

Hence  I  assert  that  St.  Paul  does  not  here  refer  to 
water  baptism. 

Why  this  burying  and  rising  in  baptism  should  at  all 
allude  to  any  custom  of  dipping  under  water  in  baptism 
any  more  than  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  is  represented 
by  any  visible  resemblance  in  the  Lord’s  supper  I 
cannot  conceive  of  It  is  plain,  that  it  is  not  the  sign, 
but  the  thing  signified,  in  baptism,  that  the  apostle  here 
calls  buried  with  Christ ;  and  the  expression  of  burying 
alludes  to  Christ’s  burial.  As  christ  was  buried  that  he 
might  rise  to  a  new  and  more  heavenly  life,  so  we  are 
in  the  baptism  of  suffering  buried,  cut  off  from  the  life 
of  sin,  that  we  may  rise  again  to  a  new  life  of  faith  and 
love.  Col.  2  :  12-13— 3  •  i-3* 

Planted  togethet  in  the  likeness  of  his  deaths  not  in  the 
likeness  of  his  baptism.  Our  being  incorporated  into 
Christ  by  the  baptism  of  suffering,  is  also  denoted  by 
our  being  planted,  or  rather  grafted  together  in  the  like¬ 
ness  of  his  death,  as  the  ingrafted  stock  is  planted 
together  in  the  likeness  of  the  shoot,  of  the  nature  of 
which  it  doth  partake.  Planting  is  essential  to  life  and 
fruitfulness  :  we  are  planted  in  the  vineyard,  in  a  likeness 
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to  Christ ;  which  likeness  we  evidence  in  sanctification. 
If  we  take  the  word  planting,  in  its  usual  sense,  we  shall 
find  it  to  be  a  beautiful  metaphor.  The  seed  or  plant  is 
inserted  in  the  ground,  and  all  those  juices  by  which  it 
becomes  developed ;  by  which  it  increases  in  size, 
grows  firm,  strong,  and  vigorous  :  and  puts  forth  its 
leaves^  blossom,  and  fruit.  The  death  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  represented  as  the  cause  whence  his  fruitfulness,  and 
the  source  of  eternal  salvation  to  mankind;  and  genuine 
believers  in  him  are  represented  as  being  planted  in 
his  death,  and  growing  out  of  it ;  deriving  their  growth, 
vigor,  firmness,  beauty  and  fruitfulness  from  it.  In  a 
word,  it  is  by  his  death  that  Jesus  Christ  redeems  a  lost 
world  ;  and  it  is  from  that  vicarious  death  that  believers 
derive  that  pardon  and  holiness  which  makes  them  so 
happy  in  themselves,  and  so  useful  to  others.  This 
sacrificial  death  is  the  soil  in  which  they  are  planted  ; 
and  from  which  they  derive  their  life,  fruitfulness,  and 
their  final  glory.  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead 
dieth  no  more.  So  we,  believing  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
having  a  death  unto  sin,  and  a  life  unto  righteousness, 
should  sin  no  more.  If  we  be  risen  indeed  with  Christ, 
we  should  seek  the  things  which  are  above,  and  set  our 
affections  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things  on  the 
earth.  The  man  who  walks  in  humble,  loving  obedi¬ 
ence,  to  an  indwelling  Christ,  sin  has  no  more  dominion 
over  his  soul,  than  death  has  over  the  immortal  and 
glorified  body  of  his  Redeemer.  Hence  saith  Paul, 
“  For  ye  are  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in 
God.  When  Christ,  who  is  your  life,  shall  appear,  then 
shall  ye  also  appear  with  him  in  glory.”  Col.  3  :  3-4. 
Well  may  the  poet  sing  . 

“  My  suff’ring  time  shall  soon  be  o’er. 

Then  shall  I  sigh  and  weep  no  mofe ; 

My  ransomed  soul  shall  soar  away. 

To  sing  God’s  praise  in  endless  day.” 
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III.  Christ  zvas  raised  up  from  the  dead,  by  the  gloiy 
of  the  Father,  He  was  raised  up,  not  by  John  in  Jordan, 
but  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father.  It 
would  have  been  no  special  manifestation  of  the  Father’s 
glory  for  John  to  have  raised  up  Jesus  in  Jordan  while 
administering  to  him  baptism  by  immersion,  but  in 
raising  up  Christ  from  the  dead  there  was  a  grand  and 
overwhelming  display  of  the  glory  of  the  Father.  Let 
us  look  at  the  history  of  Christ’s  resurrection  as  given 
by  St.  Matthew,  “In  the  end  of  the  Sabbath  as  it  began 
to  dawn  toward  the  first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary 
Magdalene,  and  the  other  ’  Mary  to  see  the  sepulchre. 
And,  behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake :  for  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  descended  from  heaven,  and  came 
and  rolled  back  the  stone  from  the  door,  and  sat  upon 
it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment 
white  as  snow :  and  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did 
shake,  and  became  as  dead  men.  And  the  angel 
answered  and  said  unto  the  women,  fear  not  ye  :  for  I 
know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  which  was  crucified.  He  is 
not  here:  for  he  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the 
place  where  the  Lord  lay.”  Matth.  28  :  1-6.  He  was 
raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  that 
Is  by  the  power  of  the  Father,  the  power  of  God  is  his 
■glory.  2  Thess.  1:9.  It  is  glorious  power.  Col.  i  :  ii. 
The  glory  of  the  Father  in  raising  up  Christ  from  the 
dead  was  made  manifest,  not  merely  by  infusing  life 
into  the  human  body  of  Jesus,  which  had  expired  on 
the  cross,  but  more  especially  by  the  exaltation  of  his 
humanity  to  immortality.  This  is  the  crowning  glory 
brought  to  light  by  the  Father  in  raising  up  Christ  from 
the  dead.  Hence  saith  Paul,  “  But  is  now  made  mani¬ 
fest,  ( i.  e.  the  divine  purpose  and  grace)  by  the  appear¬ 
ing  of  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  abolished  death, 
and  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through 
the  Gospel.  2  Tim.  i  :  10.  And  again,  “Knowing  that 
Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead,  dieth  no  more,  death 


hath  no  more  dominion  over  him.  For  in  that  he  died, 
he  died  unto  sin  once ;  but  in  that  he  liveth,  he  liveth 
unto  God.”  Rom.  6  :  9-10. 

He  was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the 
Father. 

From  this  we  learn,  that  as  it  required  the  glory  of 
the  Father  ;  that  is  his  glorious  energy,  to  raise  up  from 
the  grave  the  dead  body  of  Christ,  so  it  requires  the 
same  glorious  energy  to  quicken  the  dead  soul  of  the 
sinner,  and  enable  him  to  walk  in  newness  of  life. 

Our  conformity  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ  obliges 
us  to  rise  again  to  newness  of  life.  That  is  the  power 
of  his  resurrection  which  Paul  was  so  desirous  to  know. 
Phil.  3:10.  In  the  baptism  of  suffering  we  are  obliged 
to  be  planted  in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection.  V.  5. 
To  live  with  him.  “  Now  if  we  be  dead  with  Christ,  we 
believe  that  we  shall  also  live  with  him.”  V.  8.  “  We 

know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life.”  i 
John  3:14.  “  Even  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,  hath 

quickened  us  together  with  Christ,  (by  grace  ye  are 
sa\"ed,)  and  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit 
together  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.”  Eph.  2.  5-6. 

Conversion  is  the  first  resurrection  from  the  death  of  sin 
to  the  life  of  righteousness  ;  wherefore  he  saith,  “Awake 
thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ 
shall  give  thee  light.”  Ephe.  5  :  14.  And  this  resurrec¬ 
tion  is  conformable  to  Christ’s  resurrection. 

In  two  things  we  must  conform  to  the  resurrection  of 
Christ. 

First.  He  rose  to  die  no  more.  V.  9.  “  I  am  he  that 

liveth,  and  was  dead,  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  ever¬ 
more.  Amen ;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.” 
Rev.  1:18. 

We  read  of  others  that  were  raised  from  the  dead,  but 
they  rose  to  die  again ;  but  when  Christ  rose,  he  rose 
to  die  no  more;  therefore  he  left  his  grave  clothes  behind 
him,  whereas  Lazarus,  who  was  to  die  again,  brought 
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them  out  with  him,  as  one  that  should  have  occasion  to 
use  them  again  :  but  over  Christ,  death  hath  no  more 
dominion  ;  he  was  dead  indeed,  but  he  is  alive,  and  so 
alive,  that  he  lives  forevermore.  Thus  we  must  rise 
from  the  grave  of  sin,  determined  by  the  grace  of 
God,  never  again  to  return  to  it,  or  to  have  any  more 
fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  having 
quitted  that  grave,  that  land  of  darkness,  as  darkness 
itself  For  ye  were  sometime  darkness,  but  now  are  ye 
light  in  the  Lord:  walk  as  children  of  the  light.  Eph. 
5  •  8- 

Secondly.  He  rose  to  live  unto  God.  V.  lo.  To  live 
a  heavenly  life,  to  receive  that  glory  which  was  set  before 
him.  Others  that  were  raised  from  the  dead,  returned 
to  the  same  life  in  every  respect  which  they  had  before 
lived  ;  but  so  did  not  Christ,  he  rose  to  leave  the  world. 
John  13-1  :  17-11.  He  rose  to  live  to  God,  that  is,  to 
intercede  and  rule,  and  all  to  the  glory  of  the  Father. 
Thus  must  we  rise  from  the  grave  of  our  carnal  security 
to  live  to  God :  that  it  is  which  he  calls  newness  of  life, 
to  live  from  other  principles,  by  other  rules,  with  other 
aims,  that  we  have  done. 

A  life  devoted  to  God  is  a  new  life ;  before  self  was 
the  chief  and  highest  end,  but  now  God,  making  him 
the  centre  of  all  our  actions,  and  ever  striving  to  glorify 
him  in  our  body,  and  in  our  spirit  which  are  God’s,  ist 
Cor.  6 :  20. 

“  Thou  art  the  sea  of  love, 

Where  all  my  pleasures  roll': 

The  circle  where  my  passions  move. 

And  centre  of  my  soul.” 

ly.  Those  who  have  risen  with  Christ  should  walk  in 
newness  of  life.  Newness  of  life  supposes  newness  of 
heart,  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life  :  and  there  is  no 
way  to  make  the  stream  sweet  but  by  making  the  spring 
so.  A  genuine  Christian  is  a  new  creature,  he  has  not 


only  a  new  name,  but  also  a  new  heart,  a  new  nature, 
being  risen  with  Christ,  old  things  have  passed  away, 
old  thoughts,  old  principles,  and  old  practices,  are  passed 
away ;  and  all  things  are  become  new.  The  renewed 
man  acts  from  new  principles  ;  has  new  thoughts,  new 
feelings,  and  new  desires.  The  new  creature  only  is  such 
as  God  can  approve.  Gal.  6  :  15.  Being  his  own  work¬ 
manship,  and  which  he  can  look  on  and  pronounce  very 
good.  His  old  state  is  changed  :  he  was  a  child  of  Sa¬ 
tan,  he  is  now  a  child  of  God  ;  he  was  a  slave  of  sin,  and 
his  works  were  death  ;  he  is  now  made  free  from  sin,  and 
has  his  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life. 
He  was  before  full  of  pride  and  wrath  ;  he  is  now  meek 
and  humble.  He  formerly  had  his  portion  in  this  life, 
and  lived  for  this  world  alone  ;  he  now  has  God  for  his 
portion,  and  he  looks  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen, 
but  at  the  things  which  are  eternal. 

He  walks  in  newness  of  life,  and  this  new  life  emanates 
from  our  risen  and  highly  exalted  Christ,  and  is  imparted 
to  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  making  us  alive  unto  God. 
To  converse  with  God,  to  have  a  regard  for  him,  a  delight 
in  him,  a  concern  for  him,  the  soul  upon  all  occasions 
carried  out  toward  him,  as  towards  an  agreeable  object, 
in  which  it  takes  a  complacency  :  this  is  to  be  alive  to 
God.  The  love  of  God  reigning  in  the  heart  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  is  the  life  of  the  soul  towards  God.  The 
soul  is  where  it  loves,  rather  than  where  it  lives ;  the 
affections  and  desires  alive  toward  God,  or,  living  (our 
life  in  the  flesh)  unto  God,  to  his  honor  and  glory  as  our 
end,  by  his  word  and  will  as  our  rule ;  in  all  our  ways 
to  acknowledge  him,  and  to  have  our  eyes  ever  toward 
him :  that  is  to  walk  in  newness  of  life.  Walking,  in 

Scripture,  is  put  for  the  course  and  tenor  of  the  conver¬ 
sation,  which  must  be  new.  He  walks  by  new  rules, 
toward  new  ends,  makes  a  new  choice  of  the  way ; 
chooses  new  paths  to  walk  in,  new  leaders  to  walk  after, 
new  companions  to  walk  with,  and  a  new  home  to  walk 
to. 
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Such  a  man  is  what  he  was  not,  docs  what  he  did 
not,  and  lives  not  to  himself,  but  to  Christ,  who  died  for 
him,  and  rose  again.  2  Cor.  5  :  5-15.  His  divine  I'ife  is 
a  genuine  counterpart  of  the  life  which  he  shall  live  in 
heaven,  when  permitted  to  bask  in  the  smiles  of  his 
glorious  Redeemer,  and  to  walk  in  the  light  of  God’s 
countenance  forever. 

“  And  when  my  happy  soul  attains. 

That  blissful  state  where  glory  reigns. 

This  song  shall  all  my  powers  employ, 

God  is  m3’  light,  m}^  life,  m3’  3*03’.” 
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